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“The Chance of a Lifetime”

Over half this school year has already come and gone and if you are like me you wonder where all the time has gone. I guess
the old saying holds true here, “Time flies when you are having fun.” Everyone is aware of the construction that is taking
place on our campus. Since the 2008-09 registration packets have been mailed out, and re-enrollment applications have come
in at a record pace, everyone is aware that our Board of Directors has decided to take TRA to another level through a change
in the dress code to school uniforms. Change appears to be everywhere at TRA, and the excitement on our campus is a good
sign that people like what they see. While these changes are necessary to help move TRA forward, they are by no means the
answer to all of our needs. Times as they are, more changes are forthcoming.

The construction projects are moving along progressively. We are a little bit behind due to all of the rain; however, the
buildings are on schedule to be finished in plenty of time for the 2008-09 school year. Watching the construction has been
very exciting. I have had the opportunity to do a walk-through every week, and each time I go through the buildings I get
very excited about the possibilities. We hope to set up a time for you to tour the buildings as soon as it dries out. We plan to
set the tours around a cookout one Friday night in April and invite you all down to see the progress.

Another area of change that will be instituted in 2008-09 is a standardized dress code. TRA tries to make decisions regarding
what is best for our school. We are implementing a standardized dress code to ensure continuity and to allow for variety and
individual taste. Our research supported the fact that school uniforms have a positive impact on a school and led us to
evaluate this issue for our school. Student individuality is a concern regarding dress. We believe that individuality is more of
an internal gift than an external expression. We would never seek to hinder individuality, but would hope to promote it
through the student’s realization that God has a special plan for each life.

Another area of change that most of you are unaware of is the effort of shifting our focus from teaching to learning. It has
been said by some very strong educators that the most important paradigm shift that must occur for a school to evolve into a
community of learners is the transition from a focus on teaching to a focus on learning. We are just beginning the process of
making that shift. It is our plan to go at this very slowly. However, our teachers have gotten off to a very good start by
reading and discussing the book, “Classroom Instruction That Works,” by Robert Marzano. This is a book of nine instructional
strategies that have been researched and practiced in the classroom and proven to be the most effective teaching and learning
strategies available. This course of action has moved us to a functional community of learners in our individual buildings
and throughout the entire school.

Next steps are to align our teaching with a solid set of grade and subject level standards that insure the knowledge our students
need to know and be able to do in that subject. Our teachers have started procedures to bring into line our curriculum with a
researched set of standards that are aligned with the ACT and a national assessment. We will start this in English and Math on
the lower school level and by subjects in the middle and upper schools. This will be followed by a review of the standards of
the next grade to eliminate gaps and overlaps of what we teach. Next we will follow the same progression in grade groups of
the lower, middle, and upper grades and subjects. Finally we will back plan our entire curriculum from 12 grade to
kindergarten to insure that our children are exposed to and taught the information and knowledge that they need to know and
be able to do in order to be successful in college and careers.

As you can see a great deal of work lies ahead of us, but the momentum continues to grow as our staff continues to collaborate
and engage in meaningful staff development that builds toward a professional learning community format. The most
important thing about all the changes is that your child will be better prepared to meet the challenges of the 21* century.
Therefore it goes without saying that not all change is as visible and as easy to recognize as buildings and new dress
requirements. Some change is internal and absolutely essential for the proper development of your son or daughter.

May God Bless You All,

John




Dear TRA Family,

The school year is certainly going well and the board has
been very busy the past few months. Discussions about
construction, academic standards, fund raising, budgets,
uniform dress code & others has made for a busy year. We
are pleased with the positive direction TRA is being led
under Mr. Scott’s leadership. There has been more
accomplished in the past 2 years than we have ever witnessed
in such a short period of time. Let me share a few of those
accomplishments:

Teacher salary adjustments & raises

Employee benefits package

The construction of a new High School, Cafeteria
(multi-purpose room), Library

Partial remodeling of the Middle School
Elementary expansion & remodeling

Football field w/lighting

Scorers table for basketball & volleyball

Leading the most aggressive Capital Campaign in
TRA’s history

In the process of purchasing property to connect
athletic complex to the existing campus
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That’s the short list, not to mention the everyday
functions of managing a school. I would encourage everyone
to compliment Mr. Scott on his efforts & continue to lift him
up in prayer. The board is certainly thankful for his
dedicated leadership.

I would also like to thank our TRA family for their
participation in our Capital Campaign. It has been very
successful & the board appreciates your unselfish giving. For
those who have not yet given, it’s not too late. We never
want anyone to feel left out.

In closing, I would like to say a few words about a
couple who have exemplified what it is to be a TRA
supporter. Getting to know this couple better & just watching
them over the years has been such an inspiration to my
family and many others. They have attended more events at
or away from the school than any other couple I have
witnessed. My wife would always comment that she knew we
were at a TRA event because they were there. The couple |
am speaking of is Mr. & Mrs. George Whitley, grandparents
of Anna & Jordan Whitley. They never missed a function
nor did they hesitate to work when asked. As many of you
know, Mr. George recently passed away. I already miss
seeing him around. It was such a joy to talk to him because
he always had something positive to say about TRA. Mrs.
Gladys, we love you & we will continue praying for you. Mr.
George will be missed by all, and the example he set as a
TRA supporter & the legacy he has left behind will carry on.
Following our mission statement: A quality education in a
Christian environment, may God continue to bless TRA as
we keep Jesus Christ the center of all we do.

Yours in Christ,

Jim Craig
Chairman of the Board

High School News

Well, it is now the middle of February, 2008, and we are
quickly approaching the end of another successful year here
at TRA. The building program appears to be on schedule for
the 2008-2009 school year. We, here in the high school, are
anxiously awaiting the signal to pack up our things and
move to the new high school. Our teachers have had a tour
of the new high school and I know they are already planning
how they will utilize the new facility. We are also excited
about the purchase of four acres of land to the north of the
new high school which will give us access to the sportsplex
and an outlet to Gragg Road. We believe this will
accommodate our sports program and also ease our traffic
situation during pick-up and drop-off time. While we
anticipate next year, we are also involved in and planning
many activities for the rest of this school year. Our mock
trial students competed on the evenings of February 18" and
19™. Our physic class attended a competition at UT Martin
on February 18". Many of our sophomores and juniors were
involved in the American Math Competition Test held here
on February 27" On March 3-7, Mrs. Jacobus will hold a
cheerleader clinic and select cheerleaders for the 2008-2009
school year. On March 12, report cards will go home for the
third quarter. On March 14", we will host two of our most
highly attended events- Grandparents’ Day and Make-a-
Wish. Students will leave at 11:30 on that day. Winners of
the local science fair will compete in the Shelby County Fair
on March 18™. Our school-wide Easter chapel will be held
on March 20™ and our Spring Break will be from March 21-
March 28. When we return from spring break, the Navy
Band will perform at our chapel on April 3. Our physics
class will also compete at Christian Brothers University on
this date. Achievement tests will be given in grades K-9 on
April 7-11. The Dyersburg Math Competition will be held
on the campus of Dyersburg State Community College.
Students in the high school math classes will be selected for
this competition. Progress reports for the fourth quarter will
be sent home on April 16™. Induction for Beta Club,
National Honor Society, and Mu Alpha Theta will be held on
April 21* at 7:00 p.m. in the middle school gymnasium. We
will also award student honors at an Honors Day assembly at
this time. The Prom will be held at the Pink Palace on the
evening of April 24™ from 8:00-11:00. The spring drama,
Bye, Bye Birdie will be presented April 25-27. May 6™ will
be the last day for seniors, with their exams scheduled for
May 7-9. Baccalaureate will be held at the Munford Baptist
Church on the evening of May 12 at 7:00 p.m. Graduation
will be held in the Middle School gym at 7:00p.m.on the
evening of May 16™. High school exams are scheduled for
May 19-21. May everyone have a great summer as we
anticipate the coming year in our new facilities.




From the Director of Advancement...

At the beginning of the year, I wrote an article for this Tribune explaining the concept of the new Advancement Office.
We are 3 people, Lori Regis — Director of Advancement, Gail Wise — Administrative Advancement Assistant, and Amy Ford —
Special Events Coordinator. Our goal is to not only “advance” the school in enrollment and gifted funds, it is also to
communicate to our families, new, old and potential, what we are all about. I think it is safe to say that we have had a
successful first year as the “Advancement Office”!

School began with 679 students — 166 of them were new. Since then we have had 15 more new students to start and we
have mailed out TRA information packets to 223 inquiring families. We are touring these potential families on a regular
basis, and in the midst of our messy construction and all of our apologizing for the “vision” they have to possess to even
understand what it will be like next year -~ they get it. More than one family has commented that it just “feels right”. Some
leave here hugging every one of us on their way out the door. One new mother actually had us in tears explaining that her
mom, who had recently passed away, must have led them straight here. And they are correct, it just feels right. We are
blessed and we have always known that, sometimes it’s just easy to forget.

February has been a big month for the Advancement office with 2 testing dates for our potential students and our newly
implemented administrative interview nights. We realized that once school starts in the fall, things move so quickly, and
while each new family has been properly introduced and informed, they really have not had any personal time with their
principal to share needs and expectations. We have created this opportunity for them before their contract is due, and while
20-30 minutes is still not enough time, our new families have appreciated the genuine interest that our principals have taken
in their child’s experience. During the 08-~09 enrollment process so far, we have tested 96 new students and interviewed 57
new families.

Because we are in the construction process, instead of an on campus Open House, we are hosting 5 satellite “Meet and
Greet” functions in our neighboring communities to spread the word about TRA. Please pass along the post cards that were
sent home with your child or have your friends check the website for more information. Prizes are involved!

Finally, our Continuing the Tradition Capital Campaign is coming to a close. Obviously, the billing and pledge
commitments will continue for three to five years, and it is NEVER too late to give; however, our family solicitation phase is
through. Thank you again to those supporter’s who have helped us turn a vision into a reality. I truly think that we left no
stone unturned and while perfection is nearly impossible, we definitely went all-out to do it right. To date, the following
numbers are correct:

Total number of donors — 224
55 Grandparents — $133,325.00
62 Board Members/Faculty/Staff — $169,033.30
107 TRA Family/Friends— $428,997.40
Of the above gifts, 39 are from TRA alumni and total $235,090
Total amount of campaign dollars pledged to date: $731, 355.70
Please watch for upcoming special events regarding our new buildings. We love to gather our families, we love fo celebrate,
and we love to tell about what’s happening at TRAT

TRA Alumni News

The TRA Alumni Association is reviving an old TRA the Spaghetti Supper. The winner of the $100.00 mini-
Tradition... the Spaghetti Supper and Basketball Games! scholarship drawing at Varsity Basketball Homecoming was|
It will be held on Saturday, March 8" in the High School Denise McDow. The next mini-scholarships to be given away
Cafeteria and the Middle School Gymnasium. The will be at the Spaghetti Supper on March 8" and at
elementary and middle school students will play intramural Grandparent’s Day on March 14
basketball games in the gym beginning at approximately Please remember as the school year progresses, that time is
2:00 pm. The Varsity vs. Alumni Basketball games will quickly passing for your elementary or middle school student to|
begin at 7:00 pm. Be sure to invite your friends and family gain service hours for the alumni sponsored Community
to come watch your favorite Rebel play ball! Service Program. The deadline to turn in the completed

The Spaghetti Supper will be served from 4:30 —7:00 forms is April 15, 2008. If you need information and
pm. Plates will consists of homemade spaghetti, bread, instructions on the project please look on the school’s web site,
slaw, dessert and drink. Adult plates are $7.00 and Student under Alumni, a link is provided at the bottom of the page.
plates are $4.00 and must be pre-purchased. If you have not There is also a form located there that can be printed out to
purchased your tickets please contact the TRA Alumni record the hours of service. The participating students will
Association as soon as possible. Light concessions will be receive recognition at the annual Awards Day program.
available in the middle school from 2:00 — 8:00 pm. We would like to keep the TRA Alumni and other former TRA

An admission fee of $1.00 per person will be charged at students that attend Union University in our prayers. Several
the door, children 3 and under will be admitted free. Every students suffered minor injuries and lost many of their personal
admission ticket purchased will serve as an entry for the belongings in the storms in Jackson, TN. Thank God for
drawings for two $100 “TRA Mini-Scholarship” door prizes keeping them safe!
to be given by the TRA Alumni Association. These mini- For information about the TRA Alumni Association, to
scholarships may be used toward any child’s tuition at TRA purchase tickets for the Spaghetti Supper or to play for the
or any other TRA account. Alumni Basketball teams on March 8", please contact Leslie

The Alumni Association awards several mini- Kelley Roane at 901-476-1285 or by email at
scholarships throughout the year at events such as football traalumni @bellsouth.net.
and basketball homecoming games, Grandparent’s Day, and




103 DAYS

First grade students celebrated 101 days of school. They completed a booklet filled with art activities, reading and math skills,
and snacked on Oreos. Our parents helped paint black and white shirts and doggie ears to wear on such a special day.

Mrs. Connie’s 2" Grade Class Fieldtrip

) & During the cold month
‘E:': m of January Ms. Connie’s
. 2" grade class went on

/ g an in class fieldtrip with
s Mr. and Mrs. Crowe.
" !§ They are SCUBA diving
= enthusiast who shared

® their equipment,
expertise and adventures
with the class. The children were treated to a video of one of
the under water trips as well the opportunity to try on all of
their equipment. Thanks to the Crowe family for letting us
all dream of warm weather and new experiences.

TRA Art Classes Advertise For Local Businesses

Tipton-Rosemark Academy 3™ through 12" grade art
classes are participating in a new community project called
“Design-an-Ad.” This project is sponsored by the Millington
& Tipton Appeal and local business owners, who are seeking
student-created advertisements for their businesses. Each
class is assigned a local business and learns about that
business and how it serves our community. Then each
student in the class creates their own advertisement for that
business. One advertisement from each class will be chosen
by the business owners to be published in a special section of
the Millington & Tipton Appeal in March!

Be looking for our winning advertisements in the special
“Kids Advertisements” section of the Appeal soon!

News from the Middle School

Winter Homecoming
by William Harvell

The students in the middle school are very school
spirited, and on January 10 we celebrated Middle School
Basketball Homecoming in our games against Grace Saint
Luke’s. During the halftime of the boy’s game, we
recognized our middle school homecoming court made up of
eight beautiful girls. Sixth grade was represented by Christen
Caradine, Biliana Graves, and Payton Naifeh. The two
seventh grade girls were Audra Bibb and Elizabeth Starnes.
The three eighth grade girls nominated to the court were
Jazzee Owens, Hailey Schlafer, and Meghan Mincy.
Congratulations to Hailey Schlafer, who was elected the 2008
Middle School Winter Homecoming Queen.

Elementary Grandparents Day/

Make-A-Wish Celebration
~O~ Priday, Morch 12 ~O~

Middle School Student Council News
by Maggie Robertson

Over the past year, our middle school student council has
been very busy. We had our annual Holiday Hoedown on
November 30. It was a huge success! Even though we all had
a great time, everyone felt good when we left because all of
the proceeds from the dance went to Make-A- Wish, to help
grant a wish for a child with a life threatening illness. We
raised $1,307 for Make-A-Wish.

Student Council has also planned teacher appreciation
activities every month for our teachers. From a special
luncheon to supply stockings for Christmas, the whole
council has put in a lot of effort this year.

With still a little part of the year left, the student council
members have big ideas and still another dance to go. The
Luau is our farewell dance to the 8" grade. The date will be
announced at a later time.




Hooray for Hollywood!

by Mrs. Evans

The appearance of Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie would
not have made the Valentine’s Dance any more exciting for
the hundred-plus sixth, seventh, and eight graders who
attended it on Saturday, February 9.

The Hollywood-themed soiree was a great success with
the middle school students. There were many “oohs” and
“aahs” as they walked into the beautifully decorated high
school gym and down the long red carpet. At the ticket table,
attendees were able to glimpse the golden “Oscars” to be
awarded to the king and queen of the dance. Every ticket
holder’s name was included in the drawing for king and
queen as well as the drawings for the many door prizes.
Congratulations go to 8" graders King Brandon Caradine and
Queen Kelsie Berryman. When students weren’t dancing,
they relaxed around large tables that were strewn with goody
bags that would have made Gucci jealous and dined on some
of the finest mom-made cuisine in town.

The middle school would like to thank Mrs. Allison
McDaniel for organizing and decorating for the event. She
did a superb job. Special thanks go to Mrs. Laura Crook for
creating the food committee and overseeing its setup. Finally,
super special thanks go to Mr. Wilson for all of his hard work
that evening.

Middle School Student Goes to Washington

by Mrs. Hopper

This March, seventh-grade TRA student Melissa Long
will head to Washington - not on the annual 8" grade trip -
but as a member of this year’s Junior National Young Leaders
Conference. Her teachers nominated Melissa, along with
several other students.

The Young Leaders Conference encourages students to
make a positive social impact in their community and the
world through studying leaders of the past. Students tour
Washington with an assigned educator guide, who takes them
behind the scenes of history. Additionally, students are given
the opportunity to interact with other students from all over
the globe and to meet national lawmakers. This program
begins for students in middle school and continues through
college age students. Each year students are given the
opportunity to come back and move up to the next level.
Eventually, they can be invited to participate in the global
program in locations all over the world for possible college
credit.

We are proud of Melissa and wish her luck on her trip.
We know you will represent TRA well!

20th Annual TRA Golf Tournament
T Glen Eagle Golf Course
Wednesday, May 14

For more information contact

Mike Crook @ 598-0587

Middle School Boys Reach New Heights

by Coach Andrew Womack

The 2007-2008 7/8™ grade boys’ basketball team did
something last week that has not happened with a TRA
Middle School team in many years! The boys achieved a 53-
38 victory over FACS and captured the Shelby 7/8 League
Combo Division Championship. The boys breezed through
the tournament defeating Grace St. Luke 55-38 in the first
round, and Fayette Academy 48-44 in the semi-finals before
beating FACS. The boys never trailed in the tournament and
were led by All-Tournament members Zach Barnes and J.T.
Moody. The Rebels finished their season with an impressive
15-6 record, and also a season high 5-game winning streak
under the direction of Coach Andrew Womack. The Rebel
fans were thrilled when Coach Womack presented the first
place plaque following last week’s chapel service.

A Star Is Born

Our own Maddye Regis,
sixth grader, stole the show at the
Ruffin Theater talent contest,
“Showtime at the Ruffin.” She
brought the house down with her
version of Taylor Swift’s “Our
Song.” The thrill of winning was
prize enough, but she was also
| awarded $500.00!

The show doesn’t stop
there. Maddye was invited to
sing at the Cotton Carnival
Feb.16, 2008. This time Maddye
performed Kathren McPhee’s
: : version of “Somewhere Over the
Rainbow.” Maddye takes voice lessons at Bob Westbrook
Studios. This very excited and confident young performer
will no doubt be famous one day. She has a lot of support
from her family and friends. Congratulations and Way to Go!

Science Fair

The TRA science fair was held the week of February 12-
16. As usual, the 7" and 8" grade winners will take their
projects to the county. Although in previous years the sixth
grade projects are shown only at the school science fair, this
year several sixth graders will also be going because of the
excellence of their project’s design and construction. The
following are the middle school students who won the TRA
science fair for their grade levels:

8" Grade Winners: Madison Crum, J. T. Moody, William
Harvell, Taylor Paladino, Sam Watson, Gabe Esgro,
Maggie Robertson, and John Mark Sharpe.

7™ Grade Winners: Melissa Long, Wyatt Justice, Caitie
Montague,Will McMasters.

6" Grade Winners: Logan Mayo, Reva Obenchain, Olivia
Smith, Hannah Adams, and
Brandon Moran




On
Saturday,
February 2,
Brooke
Creasy
represented
TRA at the
Memphis-
Shelby
County
Scripps-
Howard
Spelling Bee
which was
held at the
Al Chymia
Shrine Temple. Brooke was
competing against 151 on the
area’s top spellers. Only the
winner would advance to the
National Spelling Bee in
Washington D.C. in May. She
made it through the first round;
however, she missed her second
round word by one letter. After
the bee, Brooke told her parents,
“I had so much fun (even though
I was really nervous), and I have
experience now. I will do better
next year.” Way to go, Brooke!
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Basketball Games
daturday, March 8

TRA High School Students in Fine Arts Department
Receiving Top Honors.

Drama student, Jenelle Jones- a Junior at TRA, was recently accepted
into the 2008 TN Governor’s School for the Arts in Theatre. The Governor’s
School for the Arts is held at MTSU in Murfreesboro, TN. June 8th- July 11th.
A Governor’s School representative at MTSU spoke with High School Drama
teacher, Mrs. Lalania Vaughn, on the phone regarding the selection process.
There were over 1100 students across the state of Tennessee, who
auditioned for the prestgious Governor’s School and only 235 were chosen in
the areas of Music, Theatre, Dance, Orchestra and Visual Arts. Jenelle Jones
was one of only 30 honor students chosen for the Theatre portion (15 girls
and 15 boys). Mrs. Vaughn says, “Jenelle Jones is an outstanding student in
both Theatre and Music and she is very deserving of this honor.” |
participated in Governor’s School, when | was in high School and | believe it's
one of the most exceptional training grounds for students, who excel in the
Fine Arts! Many of my Choir and Theatre students, are already preparing for
next year’'s Governor’s School auditions and we look forward to having even
more representatives then.

Choir Student, Gracey Langford- a Sophmore at
TRA, won 1st place/ “Best Over-all Performer” in the
8th Annual TRA Talent Contest/ Mid-South Fair
Preliminary. She will represent TRA at the 2008 Mid-
South Fair Youth Talent Competitions next Fall. Mrs.
Vaughn says, “Gracey is an amazing performer and
singer and | know that she will be a great represetative
for TRA at the fair.” Other winners in the talent contest
were: 2nd place- Stephanie Tynes and Stephen Starnes
(duet vocal/piano), 3rd place- Logan Vaughn (Vocal
Solo), 4th place- Heather Craig (Vocal Solo), “Most Entertainging Act”- Schae
Velez and Logan Vaughn (duet Vocal) and
“Most Original Act’- Mikenzie Gregory
(Vocal Solo). All of
these students, along
with Will Bell (Piano
Solo), also received
| invitations to perform

" at the fair.

“This was a great talent showcase and | am so proud
of all of these students.”, Mrs. Vaughn

We "Congratulate” each of the students for their
outstanding achievement in Music and Theatre!
Thank you for ALL that you do! <>< Lalania

Daughter of
Terry And Michelle Jones

"TRA Choir SHINES at Martin Music Festival!"

R The TRA Concert Choir received "Superior" and "Excellent" ratings at
| the Solo & Ensemble Festival held at U.T. Martin on Friday Feb. 22nd.

. Each student performed a solo, (classical, folk or spiritual), piece for the
judges at Martin.

Congratulations to Will Bell and Stephanie Tynes, who received

1 "Superior' Ratings and perfect scores from judges.

"Superior' ratings were also given to: Heather Craig, Jenelle Jones,
Gracey Langford, Katie McCullough, Logan Vaughn, Mikenzie Gregory,
Amanda Nichols, Peyton English and Lesley Williams,

""Excellent'’ ratings were given to: Stephen Starnes and Schae Velez
This has been an impressive year for the TRA High School Choir considering
this was their first year ever to compete in All-West and Solo & Ensemble
- competitions. Please congratulate them on their successful performances .




Dear TRA Friends and Family,

It is hard to believe that we have already completed our
first half of the 2007-2008 school year! | am extremely
proud of what we have accomplished this year and at the
same time | know we can and need to do so much more.

So | am challenging all parents and teachers to consider
holding an office, chairing a committee, offering to
volunteer, etc. for positions next year. The Parent
Teacher Organization is just what it says...parents and
teachers working together to make TRA the best it can
be. Next regular PTO meeting Monday, March 3™ at
6:30 pm to prepare for Grandparent’s Day (in the
Cafeteria). Final Meeting for Officer Elections,
Monday May 5 at 6:30 pm. Please Come we would
love to see new faces!

Kerry Williams

" Sl Masioal Evoning of Elogance”

(TRA Spring Choir Concert and Dessert Gala)

Friday March 7" — 7:30 p.m.
in the High School Gymnasium

Tickets: $10.00

Come enjoy a relaxing evening with the TRA
Concert Choir as they present a brilliant mix of
musical favorites: Jazz, Classical, Praise and
Worship, Love songs and more.....

(Delectable desserts, coffees and
cold drinks will be served)

PTO President This event is a fundraiser for the Choir,
as they prepare for next year's
Music Festivals and
Competitions!
To purchase tickets:
Call Mrs. Lalania Vaughn at 829-2292
(or purchase tickets from the Choir Students)
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